
  

Course Description: (skill level – novice-low to novice- 

mid level learners) 

Arabic 1 introduces students to the Arabic alphabet and 

sounds, the basic geography, history, and culture of the 

Arab world, and some simple linguistic structures to 

introduce oneself and express one’s opinions about a 

variety of daily topics.  

Course Beliefs: 

 All students can learn and experience success in a world 

language. 

 Second language acquisition provides the vision and 

skills necessary to be a global citizen. 

 A primary goal of world language education is real-life 

communication. 

 World-language education develops critical thinking 

skills. 

 Assessment must reflect the goals and learning targets 

set forth in this curriculum document. 

 World languages must be part of the core curriculum in 

21st Century schools. 

 A K-12 articulated world language program should be 

available to all students. 

Instructional Strategies: 

 Formative assessment through oral understanding 

checks and written replies on whiteboards. 

 Summative assessment with creative projects like 

essays w/ visual presentations comparing students with 

Arab peers, superhero profiles, speed dating sessions, 

as well as periodic quizzes. 

 Providing feedback 

 Written, oral, and conversational examples 

 Written, audio, and video homework 

 Reinforcing effort and courage in making Arabic 

sounds, recognizing proficient language users 

 Authentic visual, audio, and video materials 

Level One Topics: 

1. The Alphabet and a Basic Introduction 

2. Family 

3. Classroom Objects 

4. Numbers 

5. Basic Adjectives 

6. Colors 

7. Geography and History of the Arab World 

8. Understanding Stereotypes of Arabs and Muslims 

9. Body Parts 

10. Food and Drink 

11. Hobbies 

ACTFL Standards: 

a. Communication: Communicate in a non-Western language. 

b. Culture: Understand the culture of the Arab world and its prevailing 

trends and ideas.  

c. Connections: Connect Arabic to other disciplines like history, 

geography, government, and literature. 

d. Comparisons: Compare Arabic language and culture to English and 

the world we live in. 

e. Communities: Participate in wider communities of language and 

culture. 

NOUNS 

Pronouns 

(independent and 

attached) 

Plurals (broken, 

sound, human and 

non-human) 

Definite nouns 

without alif-lam 

 

VERBS 

Perfect and 

Imperfect Tense 

All conjugations 

except dual 

Active Voice 

Future Mood 

Affirmative and 

Negative 

Forms I - X 

Hollow verbs 

Hamzated verbs 

Defective verbs 

ADJECTIVES 

Definite and indefinite 

Masculine and 

feminine 

Plural human 

adjectives 

Colors 

Nisba adjectives 

PREPOSITIONS 

The Idafa 

Directionals 

Using lam 

Min, fi, and ‘ala 

 

 

 

SENTENCES 

Word order 

Equational and verbal 

Questions 

Negation: la, lem, len, 

and laysa 

Sentence variation 

 

DIALECTS 

Distinguishing sounds 

Basic expressions 

 

ADVERBS 

Adverbs of place 

Adverbs of time 

Adverbs of manner 

 

 

 

ORAL SKILLS 

Qaf vs. kaf 

Dhad vs. dal 

ha vs. Ha 

kha vs. kaf/Ha 

ghayn and ayn 

 

 

 Student Self-Assessment: 

Based on the standards, topics, key concepts, and structures listed here, 

students should ask themselves… 

1. Listening: Can I understand Arabic when I hear it? 

2. Speaking: Can I speak Arabic with a variety of people? 

3. Reading:  Can I read Arabic for different purposes? 

4. Writing:  Can I write Arabic for different purposes? 

5. Culture:  What do I know about the people and cultures of the Arab 

world? 

Culture: 

Students know and are able to… 

1.  Distinguish between parts of the Arab world culturally, socially, 

politically, and economically 

2.  Use culturally appropriate gestures and expressions 

3.  Listen to and read authentic Arabic cultural materials  

4.  Research the life of a fictional peer from an Arab country and cite 

sources about how he/she lives, believes, and behaves 

5. Talk meaningfully about cultural differences between the Arab and 

American worlds 

Arabic I 



 

Arabic 1 
Learning Experiences and  

Performance Indicators 
 

Using the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing, students will be able to understand and 

communicate their knowledge of these topics in the 

appropriate context of the culture. 

Alphabet 

Knowledge and use of the Arabic 

letters, how they connect to form 

words, and what they sound like. 

Knowledge of the long-short vowel 

systems, the ta’ marbuta, the hamza, 

and various alifs. 

Connecting topics: All topics 

Culture: Looking at signs, writing 

names, finding etymologies of 

everyday words like cotton and cat as 

well as popular names like Shakira, 

Latifah, and Jamal.  

Family 

Names of the family members 

and differences/similarities 

between the typical Arab and 

American family.  

Naming conventions in Arabic 

using Abu, Umm, Ibn, and Bint 

Connecting topics: Numbers, 

basic adjectives, hobbies, 

stereotypes 

Culture: Deciphering some Arab 

names, understanding a 

traditional Arab household 

Classroom Objects 

Naming items in Arabic and 

understanding grammatical 

gender, using huna and hunaak 

and a variety of directional 

prepositions like fawq, taht, 

bijanib, fi, and ‘ala.  

Using lam and attached 

pronouns to denote possession. 

Connecting topics: Alphabet, 

numbers, hobbies, basic 

adjectives 

Culture: Personal supplies 

Numbers 

Cardinal numbers 0 - 9999 

Ordinal numbers 1 - 12 

Using numbers for bargaining, currency, dates in 

history, counting items and people 

Connecting topics: Family, classroom objects, 

body parts, food and drink 

Culture: Historical dates, demographics, Arabic 

contributions to math and science 

Basic Adjectives and Comparatives 

Knowledge of Arab countries big and small, poor and 

rich, far and near, beautiful places, tall and short 

people, good and bad things, difficult and easy 

languages. Comparatives/superlatives. 

Connecting topics: All topics 

Culture: Understanding Arab cultures in comparison 

to each other and America.  

Body Parts 

Knowledge of the body parts and 

a basic understanding of the 

Arabic dual pronoun.  

Arabic body parts that come in 

twos are feminine—ie. making 

phrases like “Two blue eyes.” 

Connecting topics: Colors, 

numbers, adjectives and 

comparatives 

Culture: Arab clothing 

traditions. 

Colors 

The masculine and feminine forms of red, green, blue, 

yellow, white, and black, as well as the nisba colors and an 

understanding of nisba adjectives. 

Connecting topics: All topics 

Culture: Arab flags, pan-Arab colors, clothing 

Geography and History of the Arab World 

Names of Arab countries and the most important cities, 

their geographic features, broad historical trends and 

important events.  

Connecting topics: Numbers, stereotypes, adj. 

Culture: Understanding the Arab world and 

contextualizing current events 

Food and Drink 

Using the verbs eat, drink, like, 

and be to describe meals during 

the day. 

Knowledge of some popular 

Arabic dishes like falafel, 

fattoush, hummus, and qahwa.  

Connecting topics: Adjectives 

and comparatives, numbers, 

colors, family 

Culture: Comparing Arab and 

American ingredients, dishes, 

and eating traditions. 

Expressions like sahtayn and 

bismillah.  

Hobbies 

Knowledge of types of books, 

movies, music, games, and 

clothing popular in the Arab 

world. 

Using the verbs read, study, 

watch, listen, play, and wear 

effectively about daily events. 

Comparing the daily life of the 

student with that of a fictional 

peer in an Arab country, using 

research. 

Connecting topics: Adjectives, 

family, geography/history, 

stereotypes, food and drink 

Culture: Thinking beyond 

stereotypes about daily life in the 

Arab world, comparing hobbies 

and popular trends in the home 

and target culture 

Understanding Stereotypes of Arabs and Muslims 

Looking deeply at words like Islam, jihad, and Allah and comparing how students see them in 

American media. Writing about what stereotypes do. 

Connecting topics: Geography/history, family 

Culture: Making kind and reasoned judgments, looking beyond stereotypes of Arabs and 

Muslims 


